Restorative Justice:
What are we talking about?!

‘Restorative justice’ is the popular name given to a
wide range of emerging justice approaches that aim
for more healing and satisfying responses to crime.
While each approach is different, these processes try
to give active participation to those directly involved
or affected. Everyone hears each other’s experiences,
feelings and questions. Together they sort out matters
of accountability, safety, and the need for a fair and
meaningful course of action. For many Canadians,
‘restorative justice’ echoes the ancient teachings of
spiritual traditions. Indeed, the growing interest in
‘restorative justice’ in Canada is an opportunity for
people to reflect on their own ideas and experiences

of justice. Fundamentally, ‘restorative justice’ becomes
a window to core concerns of how we want to be with
one another, and live with one another. Do we care

to look at the questions of injustice and power
imbalances in our community that often lead to the
harm done to one another? This reflection sheet,
prepared by The Church Council on Justice and
Corrections, introduces Canadians to the orientation,
values and challenges of ‘restorative justice’. At the
same time, we hope to foster more dialogue on the kind
of justice we want, as we deal with harm done to one
another and face the never-ending task of building
healthy communities.

What is Justice?

As a society, we react strongly to crime. Calls for “justice” can constantly be heard.
But, what is “justice”?
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What kind of justice do we want...






